
 The dark-haired, smiling man in the 
middle row, second from the left, is 

Kish Naoroji.

He is from Bombay, in India,  which is 
now called Mumbai. His grandfather 
was the first Indian Member of 

Parliament in the UK.

The phoThe photo was taken in 1915, in 
training before they went to war.  He 
holds a stripe on his right arm 

showing that he is a lieutenant, 2nd in 
command of the group in the photo. 

The soldier is HarThe soldier is Harry O’Hara. The 
woman is his wife and the baby is 
their child. He is from Japan, and she 

is from London. 

This phoThis photo was taken probably in 
1917 while Harry was on a break from 
the war. He had been injured and 

given time to heal. 





They are soldiers of the Middlesex 
Regiment.

The tall soldier is simply named 
‘Drummer Roberts’ and is from 
Trinidad in the Caribbean.

TTrinidad was part of the British West 
Indies (including Jamaica, Tobego, 
Bahamas, Guyana and many more 

countries). Overall these countries sent 
15,600 soldiers to fight for Britain. 
Many of these soldiers were happy to 
fight for their King and Empire, and 
wewere thankful to the ‘motherland’. 

Others were told they were fighting for 
the freedom of themselves, and 

independence for their country. Others 
fought because they had no other 
options in the Caribbean. 

This photo was taken in Mesopotamia, 
which in the Middle East now is part of 
the country known as Iraq. Much 
fighting was done against Germans, 
Austro-Hungarians and Bulgarians in 
the sands of Northern Africa and the 
Middle East during the First and 

Second Second World Wars.  

This soldier is Kish Naoroji, the soldier 
from India from Image 1. He served in 
the army up until 1921 when this 

photo was taken - 3 years after the end 
of the First World War!



This is Harry O’Hara, from Japan. 
He was injured in the hand, 

stomach, arm,  scalp, shoulder and 
head. He even had to have his jaw 
repaired by a surgeon. He was 

injured many times but returned to 
fight at the Front numerous times 
once he was betonce he was better. Despite being 
Japanese, Harry served in the Sikh 
regiment of the British Army, which 
explains why he is wearing a Sikh 
turban in the picture on the right. 

This is the same Harry O’Hara from 
Image 2, with his wife and baby.

Private (Pte) Owen Gittens. A 
soldier of the Middlesex Regiment.

This is fThis is from a regimental 
photobook. All soldiers got a 
photograph to put together in a 
book. These were often given to 
friends or family’s as gifts. Sadly, 
Gittens died when he was fighting 

in the war. 

GitGittens was only 19 when he died. 

He was from Trinidad in the 
Caribbean. His name is written on a 
memorial statue in their capital city.



It was taken in France, taken during a 
break from the fighting to have a group 
photograph. Photography was not very 
common in those days, so soldiers would 
jump at the chance to have their photo 
taken to send home to loved ones. 

TT
The darThe darker skinned man is Kamal 

Chunchie from Sri Lanka. He served in the 
Middlesex Regiment and we saw him in 
Image 3. He later worked in Canning 
Town in East London helping poor black 
and Asian workers on ships docked on 

the River Thames.

This phoThis photo was taken after the war and is 
an ex-Middlesex soldier playing Cricket 

for Essex County Cricket Club.

This is Kamal Chunchie fThis is Kamal Chunchie from Image 8 
(with soldiers in France) and Image 3 (in 
Malta). He served for the Middlesex 

Regiment for the duration of the war until 
he was injured. 

This Anil Rudra, who seThis Anil Rudra, who served in the 
Middlesex Regiment during the First 
World War. He was born in India 

During the FiDuring the First World War he was a 
private. Then he was promoted to 
Lieutenant and in charge of a few 
soldiers. In this picture he is a Major 

General, in charge of 1000s of soldiers. He 
was one of the first India-born soldiers to 
be promoted in the Indian Army, while it 
was under the contwas under the control of the British 

Empire.


